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THE GDR FOREIGN TRADE SCHOOL IN PLESSOW

On 27 November 1951, the first School for Fcreign Trade in the GDR (Germau
Democratic Republic) was inaugurated in Plessow near Werder by Georg Handke,
Minister for Intra-German and Poreign Trade.

The school off "o reguiar 2-year courses, and accelerted 5-month courses
for the training of personnel necessary to the fulfillmea. «. the Five-Year
N Plan for Foreign Trade.

Qualified tenchers with academic training and for many years' experience in
various aspscts of foreign trade act as instructors. Instruction is based on a
carefully de eloped methodology and covers both theory and practice. Training
18 tocused not only on specific phases of foreign trade, but also on the de-

velopment of potential politicel and social cadres. e

Great emphasis is given to the social sclences. The ideological and po-
14tdical orientation of the lectures is based on the teachings of Marx and lenin,
and staunch friendship for the USSR is fostered in the future foreign trade
personnel.

Russian-lenguage courses are given special importance in the curriculum.
The 2-3eaxr course devotes 640 class hours to the study of Russian. Students
are required to read USSR newspapers and other USSR publications bearing on
foreign trade.

Lectures on GDR trade policies are also stressed in the school’s training
program. Ae an introduction to these lectures, the theory and history of trade
is discussed.

‘B Subjiects taught, in addition to the practical elements of fcrelgn trade,
such as import; export, and finan.¢, include foreign trade planning, political
and economic geography, rav material administration, merchandising, and market
analysis. In accordance with the example set by the USSR Institute for Foreign
Trade, & large number of class hours have been se. aside for these subjects.

-l -
RESTRICTED
CLASSIFICATION -
: STATE K| NAVY NSRB DISTRIBUTION
: : ARMY K] AIR EBi 1] T
L
- g, s o T . L o . . . R TR

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 01 1/08/19 : %-RDP80-OO809AOOO0007062-6



I - s
N t W \

= Sanitized Copy Apprvedfor Release 2011/08/19 ; CIA-RDO-00809A0007000068-6 1

_—

resomD I
Buginees arithmetic, physical training, and German are included ir the curwicu-
3 lum,., Instruccion in German is aimed partlcularly at incressing the student's

£ lnovledge of Gevman literature. Students will also be provided with a basic
knowledge of foreign literature, particularly of Russian and Soviet literature.
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